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cotleeted ; and if in the larval form its metgorphoses should be care-

fully noted. These observations, when eollected and compared, would
be nseful as the basis for a paper of interess and value on the Salaman-
ders foand in the vieinity of Ottawa.®

L e

BEEPORT OF THE CONUCHOLOGICAT BRANCH.

To the Cowneil of the Ottaiwn Field-Naturalist €0ib

The absence of my colleague. Mr. Poivier, and my owa business en-
gagements have prevented this hrancl: from doing during the past year
the amount of work that it shonld do.  Very little collecting was
possible. At Buckingham on onr first exenrsion a number of shells
were taken, Suceinea obliqua was on that occasion found in quantity at
the voots of sugar maples in the grove north of the rallway station.
Sphacrinm occidentale was also found in abundanca in ponds in the
same loeality, One specimen of the rare Fonites binneyanus was found
about a wile up the Lievres, but no other shells except the commonest
gpecies were noted. |

Tate in the season the microscopic Helie minutissime was fodnd in
eonsiderable numbers under poplar logs in a moisé stasion on the
Exhibition Grounds.  In this locality 1 collected in a few minutes more
specimens of I1. minutissima than 1 had seen in the previous live years.

© Ttis well known that many Jand shells which veewr in Western
rutario, some of them very beantiful, are not fornd in this vicipity.
An attempt has been made to establish these species here. Througl: the
Kindness of My, @ W, Dean, of Kent, Ohio, and Mr. teo, . Htreator
of Garrettsville, in the same State, I was ensiled to place in the
woods ab varions pomts aveund O.gawn, and in wy garden., in the eity,
a number of living shells, inclading I thyroides, 1. naneltilineata,
Prindopsis iridentaia, T pullicte, Peatule solituria, 1'. perspectiva,
Zonites ligera, and  Stewofreme  horsefim. 7 was unable to visit
afterwards the localities outside the city in which the shells were
placed, but of those which were under my cye at homs I abserved that
Honites ligera, Patula solitaria, end P perspectiva, all died. The others

Vived. M multibinenio seemed to flourisls best, and in November young
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shells four-tenths of an fnch in divneter were to be found by the dozen
in the corner in which five adolt individuals bas been placed in. the.
month of June. The other species whick lived, with the exception of
A tridewtate, did not appear to mulliply. T may say that the gentle-
men who obtained the shells in Okio were kind enough to furnish me
with information as to the peculiar habitat of the different species, and
T tricd to establish each in a station suited to it. T was able to do this
in the woods much better than at home, and it is not improbable that
the mufority of the shells thus disposed of may establish themselves here.

In former years T tried to intraduce the English species found at
Quebee, . rufescens and I cantions, but withous success.  The latter
species deposited eggs, but the young shells soon suecwmbed owing to
elimatic influences or the want of suitable food.

Tt will be of interest to observe whether the experiment made
with the western shells will not be more suceessfull, Possilly should
land shells e found here larger in size and more ijeautifui]y eolonred
than the native species, more memiers of the (Ialy would take an
interest in their stndy,

bt
et

L LATCHFORD,
Orraws, Junnary 27th, 1887,




